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‘Man Who Helped
Lure Edwin Wilson

To U.S. Is Fugitive

The 65-year-old McLean man
who helped lure fugitive CIA agent
Edwin P. Wilson back to the Unit-
ed States to face prosecution and

* who was shot and slightly wound-

ed during a mysterious incident

_ last December has himself become
. afugitive,

Since the shooting Dec. 2, Er-
nest R. Keiser has missed a trial
on an obstruction of justice charge

" in a federal court in Tampa, Fla.,

" -and a sentencing hearing in a state -
. court. in:White Plains, N.Y., for a"-

‘ ry-conviction of é_x,'ind larce-
) 'ny.y R "_.v:“:' » - . \.» i N \' R
‘- Keiser’s !
" Aronwald, “interviewed - in" White"~
Plains by telephone, said he. has -

~Janu:

attorney

“reason to believe [Keiser is] on
the run. I don’t believe he’s still in
the country.” -

“] learned that he had left his
home [in McLean] and his where- -

abouts were unknown,” Aronwald
said, “that his wife was gone, his
mother-in-law was gone, the cars
were gone, the furniture was
gone, the clothes were gone and
the dogs were gone.”

The federal government and the
state of New York have issued
fugitive warrants for Keiser's ar-
rest.. . .
The FBI in Tampa said there
are active leads in the pursuit of
Keiser, but officials declined to

. elaborate. -

" In 1982, Keiser, who describes .
himself as a former CIA emplove,
. was_targeted for assassination .af-

ter helping lure Wilson back to the

eral prosecutors. Wilson eventu-

. William

ally was sentenced to 32 years in
prison for conspiring to send
weapons and explosives to Libya
or Libyan agents. '
The shooting incident, in which
Keiser suffered a back wound, oc-
curred last Dec. 2 in the parking
lot of a McLean restaurant. Keiser
§aid at the time that he was help-
ing government lawyers track an-
other celebrated fugitive, financier
Robert Vesco—a claim police said
" they could not confirm—and
Keiser may have been shot as a
result. '
" Fairfax County police and pros-
ecutors say the shooting remains a
* mystery; no bullet, gun or gunman
~was found. Keiser, who ‘claimed
. that a man. placed :a gun to his
. spine and took his brief case, was
" superficially injured, * .- '
.2+“I don’t know as how. there was
; any rteselution. of- that shooting,”
. said prosecutor Robert F. Horan
- JE.“It’s just not the kind of thing

where you can really come to any
open-and-shut conclusions.” -

Attorney Aronwald said Keiser
believed that the criminal charges
against him were harassment from
the government because he was
helping some federal agencies and
not others. “He felt he was being
prosecuted pretty much as a resuit
of an internal conflict between the
FBI and the U.S. Marshals Ser-

. vice,” Aronwald said.

A Justice Department spokes-
man scoffed at the idea. “We've
heard that before,” said John Rus-
sell. “We don’t go out and prose-

vestigative agency.
.. grist for that theory,
| the ingredients; all the facts, but
. it's simply not true = Lo Tt
.~ In fleeing, Keiser “apparently

“i-y Leaf Rd,:. McLean.: The
. 1. $250,000 house was security for

o ] ‘bond in the Tampa case, but a;Jus-

cute people on the whim of an in- .
They have the
‘they.have all |

- risks losing his house at 8460 Hol-

tice Department source said that
the department has not moved to
seize the house following his fail-
ure to appear for trial.
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